
Downtown Northampton 
Regulatory Tune-up

Public Forum
October 2, 2018



Project Timeline
1. Asking what people want 
Stakeholder interviews and meetings with city staff, boards (ongoing)
Focus groups:

DNA Meeting (9/18/18)
Chamber of Commerce Economic Development (9/21/18)
Florence Civic & Business Assoc. (9/25/18)

Public Forums: 
October 2, Downtown Northampton (tonight!)
October 30, Downtown Florence (Florence Civic Center, 6:30 p.m.)

2. Translating input into regulations
November 2018 - February 2019

3. Getting feedback about proposals
Focus groups and public forums, March-May 2019

4. Revising proposed regulations
March-June, 2019



Forces impacting Downtown Northampton

Social 
Distress

Internet 
Competition

Regional 
Competition
(arts, retail, 
restaurant, 
entertainment)

Housing 
Shortage

Others 
Forces?



Project Area



Project Area
Current Zoning

Note: Central Business District is 
also subject to design guidelines













60’



Comparison of CB, EB, and GB Districts
CB EB GB

Architectural Design Detailed standards through CBAC 
criteria

Several key standards: minimum 
glazing, minimum 5:12 pitched roof if 
building less than 30’ high, entrances 
must face street

None

Public Realm 0-5’ front build-to-zone. 

PB may allow greater setback to 
preserve existing character or to 
allow for urban pedestrian malls

Building must abut sidewalk or there 
must be a minimum 8’ deep 
landscaped buffer or plaza

10’ deep planted buffer required 
between sidewalk and parking lot 

If site plan review triggered, then a 
10’ sidewalk required to be 
constructed in right-of-way along 
property frontage

Building can be at sidewalk edge or 
can be set back with landscaping, 
pedestrian mall or plaza which count 
toward open space requirement. 

No front parking except for retail 
uses over 10,000 square for which 1 
row of parking is allowed (special 
permit required for use). Or for 
existing buildings set back at least 
75’. 

Residential on first floor Allowed above first floor

Allowed on first floor behind a 
commercial space at least 20’ deep. 

Allowed on a property that doesn’t 
abut public way or public park (not 
including bike paths)

Allowed above first floor Allowed above first floor in a mixed-
use building

Parking Most uses do not require off street 
parking

Off street parking required per floor 
area (or per # of seats for 
restaurants)

Off street parking required per floor 
area (or per # of seats for 
restaurants)

Uses Wide variety allowed Wide variety allowed Wide variety allowed with a detailed 
list. 

Larger uses require special permit. 

Maximum 90,000 sq. ft. for single 
establishment































Main Street-Primary, Typical Conditions



Main Street-Primary, Maximum Buildout



Main Street-Primary, Upper Floor Stepbacks



Main Street-Secondary, Typical Conditions



Main Street-Secondary, Maximum Buildout



Main Street-Secondary, Upper Floor Stepbacks



Gateway, Typical Conditions



Gateway, Maximum Buildout



Gateway, Upper Floor Stepbacks



Amherst
Recent 
Development



Watertown
Recently 
Permitted



Blueback Square
West Hartford, CT



Braintree, MA
Landing 53
Recent Development



Roxbury South End

South of Washington Dudley Square

Boston, MA



Assembly Row, Somerville



Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY



before

after Lancaster, CA



Burlingame, CA



West Hartford, CT



Middletown, CT



Portsmouth, NH 
Various streets



• What are your responses to the work done to 
date? 

• What is working and not working in the 
current downtown zoning and design 
guidelines? 

• What trends, opportunities and challenges 
are impacting downtown? How should we 
account for those when crafting regulations?



It is time for small group discussions!



Closing Questions
• What are your goals for downtown—what is 

your long-term vision for downtown 
Northampton? How can zoning and design 
guidelines support that vision?

• Of the elements you discussed in the groups 
what is most important to include in revised 
regulations?



Dodson & Flinker
40 Main Street, Suite 101
Florence, MA 01062
413-628-4496
www.dodsonflinker.com

Brovitz Community Planning & Design
28 Cricket Lane
Marshfield, MA 02050
508-737-4402
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